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SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES AMENDMENT (DEBT AND DEFICIT REMEDIATION) BILL 2017 — 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT CEOS 

636. Mr A. KRSTICEVIC to the Premier: 
I refer to an article in The Sunday Times that raised the chronic under-reporting of salaries paid to council chief 
executives. Why is the government not amending the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal legislation to both improve 
transparency and to also freeze the salaries of the local government CEOs, as it promised?  
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
As members will recall, we announced earlier this year that we are going to freeze the salaries of members of 
Parliament, members of the judiciary, senior public servants and the like. At that time it was our intention to do 
the same with senior officers in local government. That was certainly the intention. The drafting process began. 
An issue arose and apparently it was very difficult to deal with senior members of local government and there 
were complications in the drafting process. I queried that on a number of occasions, because I wanted to get that 
legislation to the Parliament as soon as possible. I was advised that it would be very difficult to include senior 
local government officers as part of that process. That was the reason.  
Between now and the member’s supplementary question, I will get advice from the Minister for Local Government 
as to the exact complications, but they were there. I was quite frustrated and I had to make a decision about whether 
to just wait, bearing in mind a range of Salaries and Allowances Tribunal decisions needed to be made in the 
coming months because if that particular savings measure was unwound, it would potentially expose the state, or 
whether to bring in legislation that would basically deal with the finances of the state and not deal with the finances 
of local government. I made the call that it would be best to deal with what is within our control rather than trying 
to do something that applies to local government. Local governments are actually sovereign entities. If they want 
to deal with these issues, I expect that they can apply internal processes if they want on this sort of thing. In any 
event, between now and the member’s supplementary question, I will get some advice. I am sure the Minister for 
Local Government is seeking it urgently. In any event, I pose one question — 
Mr A. Krsticevic: Are you going to work on that?  
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am happy to work on it. I am actually happy to work on it and maybe we can make that 
a stage 2. But, of course, stage 1, which is the legislation applying to members of Parliament, members of the 
judiciary, senior members of the public sector, is currently before the upper house. We would like that legislation 
to be dealt with expeditiously. We would like that legislation through in the next week if possible so that that 
matter can be dealt with. I am more than happy to work with the opposition on that, on local government, if that 
is what it would like to do, but we would like an assurance from the Liberals and Nationals that our legislation in 
the upper house will be passed as a matter of urgency.  
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